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NARRATIVE or FACTS: 


TS 
N theſe times of calumny and abuſe, few 
men in public ſtations of importance have 


been exempt from cenſure. When the attack 
is open and avowed, it is in the power of 
every one to do juſtice to himſelf, by clear- 
ing up ſuch parts of his conduct as may have 
been called in queſtion. But there is a ſpe- 
cies of detraction againſt which there is no 
defence. It often lurks behind oblique re- 
flections, ſignificant whiſpers, and general 
but artful inſinuations; ſo that, under ſuch _ 
diſguiſe, like the dark and cowardly aflaſlin, 
it wounds without being ſeen. In that ſitua- 
tion, when a man neither knows his enemy, 
e m Iv „ e 


mma. — — — 
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nor to what particular point of his conduct 


the ſhaft of malice is directed, he has no 
other remedy than, by giving a general view _ 
of facts and circumſtances, to ſubmit his 


cauſe to the deciſion of the public. I mutt 


premiſe, however, that in adopting this mode 
of juſtification, in my own particular caſe, I 


addreſs myſelf only to the candid and impar- 


tial part of mankind, and eſpecially to the 8 
Gentlemen of my own profeſſion; whom, 
without the leaſt offence to others, I may 
: preſume to call the beſt judges in matters 
of this fort. With the envious and preju- 


diced. I with to have nothing to do ; nor am 


'T any how anxious about the verdict they pro- 
nounce. Their cavils may be.eafily refuted ; 


but it is not an eaſy matter, I know, to 
make them own they are convinced. 


I HAD the honour to command his Ma- 


, jeltys Fleet in North America, when very 


unexpectedly, 1 in the year 17 770, ” © was ſuper- 


ſeded by orders of recall. This event, aſter 


2 courte of faithful ſervices for near forty 


years, 


LE 5 


| years, ind the moſt unremitting attention to N 
the duties of that ſtation, appeared to myſelf, 
as it did to many others, an unjuſt and ar- 
bitrary meaſure; it not being very uſual to 
ſet aſide Officers in Chief Command, whoſe 
conduct, in ſome ſhape or other, had not 
afforded cauſe for reprehenſion. Nothing 
of that kind, however, was alledged; nor 
Was any other reaſon aſſigned for ſo uncom- 
mon a ſtep, than the propriety of employing 
Admirals, in preference to Commodores, as 
there were then, on the liſt, ſo many of the 
former without commands. I ſhall offer no 
comment on the merits of this reaſon, but 
leave every one to Judge for himfelf. I ſhall 
only ſay, that 1 obeyed. my orders, and re- 


turned home, 


. 


Though I 1 ad certain] y cauſe to complain 


of the treatment I had met with, yet candour 
obliges me to confeſs, that, ſoon after my 
arrival in England, I reccived ſome amends ; 
being firſt appointed a Commiſſioner of the 
Navy ; and, not long after that, Commiſ- 
— ſioner of Portſmouth Dock-yard. 
| B 2 After 
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After ſerving in thoſe important Offices for 


near five years, circumſtances occurred which 
induced me to think of returning again to 
the military line of my profeſſion. A re- 
)bellion, by that time, had broke out in 
America; and a promotion of Admirals had 
taken place at home, in which I had an offet 
to be included. I therefore reſolved to relin- 
quiſh my lucrative employment at - Portſ- 


| mouth, and to facrifice eate, affluence, and 


domeſtic happineſs itſelf, to my zeal for my 
King and Country. Accordingly, I took my 
Flag, and of fered my ſervices. 

But as my 1 was numerous, and my 


circumſtances not Very opulent ; and as my 


Wife, in the event of my death as Commiſ- 


ſioner of Portſmouth Yard, would have been 


| entitled to 3opl. per annum, while there was 


10 proviſion for the Widow of an Admiral : 

1 thought it morally incumbent on me, 
from all thoſe -onſiderations, to be prev iouſſy 
aſſured of ſome command that might afford 
A proſpect, if not of an Sir alent, at Icaſt of 


ſome | 


V, 


43:1 
fome reaſonable compenſation, de re- 


nounced a ſituation attended with fuch ad- 
5 vantages. i 


I repreſented my intentions to the Earl 
of Sandwich, the then firſt Lord of the 
Admir alty ; and his Lordſhip was pleated to 
repreſent them to the King. The matter met 
with his NMajeſty 8 approbation ; in conſe- 
; quence of which! it was agreed, that I ſhould 

ſaccecd to the command at Newfoundland, 
on that ſtation being relieved i in the enſuing 


ſpring. 
Having ſucceeded in this application, I 
next requeſted that, in the eri, I might 
be employed on any fervice whatever; and, 
at my own earneſt detire, I was ordered to 
ſerve under Lord Howe in North America; 3 
a ſtation, w here, eight years before, I had 
the honour of commanding in chief. My ; 
conduct at that critical period, winch was 
in the time of the Falkland- Iland | arma- 
ment, received the fulleſt approbation of th 


Fang "I 


1 


Admiralty ; and as to its propriety, during 


the ſhort time I ated under the command 
of Lord Howe afterwards, I chearfully refer 
it to the opinion of ſo able a judge as his Lord- i 
5 this, | 


Not long before his departure for Eng- 


land, his Lordſhip delivered me a commiſſion 


from the Admiralty, appointing me Com- 
mander in Chief. This appointment, however 


it might flatter my ambition, was attended 
with circumſtances, which filled me with 


anxiety and care. I was ſufficiently conſci- 
ous that my inferior abilities, in the very beſt 
of times, muſt feel the weight of a com- 
mand, not before deemed unworthy of one 
of the firſt Officers in the ſervice ; . bur, on 
that occaſion, a variety of other diſadvan- 


tages gave additional preſſure to the load. 


The Fleet had been almoſt worn out by. 
conſtant ſervice, and was in want of many 
things; ſupplies of ſeamen, provitions, and 
other ſtores, either of which could be but 


ill-ſpared, were to be furniſhed to a part of 
= i Vice- 


THE 
Vice-Adwiral Byron' 8 ſquadron, which had 


put into New-York, greatly diſabled by bad 1 
weather, and having upwards of 1 500 ſick on 
board; with an enemy's ſquadron ſtill on 

the coaſt, a deciſion was to be made on the 


execution of the ſecret inftruQtiong left with 


me by my predeceſſor in command, relative 


to the St. Lucia expedition, and for the im- 
mediate equipment of which the General of 
the army had made very urgent demands; 
and, in addition to all theſe perplexities, 1 
found a erſonal cauſe of chagrin, 1 in being 
| the commiſſion for reſtoring. peace, 

contrary to the uniform indulgence to other 
Commanders in Chief; adiſcrimination, which 


left out o 


not only mortified myſelf, but tended natu- 
rally to humble me in the eyes of the whole 


Army and Navy, as well as the inhabitants 


of America. 


Such was my critical ſituation, when I 


came to the command; and Lord Howe, 
who had {0 recently left the ſpot, ſeems to 


have been ſo ſenſible of it, that the Admi- 


ralty ” 
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„„ 
ralty, in their next letter to me, ſignified; 
kat the Viſcount Howe had, upon his 
ac attendance upon the Lords Commiſſioners 
& of the Admiralty, informed their Lord- 


= 


* 


ſhips that he was of opinion the ſecret ex- 
pedition to the Weſt Indies might poſſibly 
& not take place.” But notwithſtanding the 
difficulties I had to encounter, and that ſome 


£C 


A 


perſonages, very high | in office, held different 
opinions touching the propriety of the mea- 
ſure, that expedition, the event of which 
terminated fo happily, was fitted out, as ſoon. 
as the tate of affairs would permit; and 1 
had the pleaſure to learn, by letter from the 
firſt Lord of the Admiralty, that the Board 
highly approved of my fortunate exertions on 
that e and important occaſion. 


op hat armament, hover er, IT as {carce out 
of port, when the Commander in Chief of 
the Army made a freſh demand for ne to 

convoy another expedition to Savannah, 
had no inſtruftions or authority 6s 
from the Admiralty, relative to this enter 


priſe; 


Ly) 


priſe ; ; but, that his Majeſty's ſervice might 


not be diſappointed, I choſe to comply with 


the General's requiſition, and riſque the ap- 


probation of their Lordihips. The expedition 


went forward, and I had the ſatis faction to 
find, that this ſpontaneous effort of my zeal 
was not leſs fortunate with their Lordſhips, 


than any of my former, or ſubſequent acts 


of obedience to their own direct orders, dur- 
ing my command in North America; every 
part of my conduct having been conſtantly 
honoured with the moſt explicit declarations 


N their favourable opinion of uy. proceed- | 


ings. 


Soon after this, we were greatly diſtreſſed 


for bread, not having, at one particular time, 


a ſufficiency for a fingle week; and the army 


was in no condition to give us the leaſt aſſiſt- 


ance. In this alarming ſituation, I luckily 
thought of an expedient, which relieved us 

effectually. An amazing quantity of oatmeal 
had been accumulated in the ſtores, on ac- 
count of its bemg yearly tent out in large 
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- cargoes by the vietuallers, and not being 1 mock 
ufed. This! reſolved to apply to the preſent 
exigency ; and, by having it mixed with 
ſmall portions of flour and Indian corn, and 
baked in cakes, I was enabled to ſubſiſt the 
whole ſhips crews for many weeks, until the 

Winter broke, and the victualers arrived from 


5 Europe. 


By this means, I ſaved a conſiderable ſum 


to Government; as I likewiſe did, by order- 
ing a very large quantity of candles, that 
had, i in like manner, been accumulated from 
time to time, to be fold by public auction. 
As that article bore then a very extravagant 
price, the produce amounted to ſeveral thou- 
ſand pounds; and with that money I cauſed 


ſtores to be purchaſed for the diſabled ſhips of 


Had ! ani actuated by mercenary views, | 
I might have taken an panty, on thoſe 


1 = occaſion S, 


Admiral Byron's ſquadron, inſtead of ſuffer- 5: 
ing bills to be drawn, at an exorbitant pre- 
mium, on Government. ; 


O 


14.5 


occaſions, as well as ſeveral others, ſpeciouily 


enough to have converted them, in ſome de- 
gree, to my own. advantage. But I now 


pledge myſelf to the public, at the riſque of 


my life and character, as I have repeatedly 
done, fince my return home, to the Earl of 
Sandwich, and fuch others of his Majeſty's 

Miniſters to whom 1 was in the leaſt known, 
that, during the whole courſe of my com- 
mand in North America, my conduct, in all 


reſpects, has been ſtrictly uncorrupt, and that 


I have always acted tlie Part of an attentive 


and zealous officer to my King, and a moſt 


faithful and Ait beheben c to my coun— 
try. a 


Conſcious, however, as I was of the moſt 


perfect purity in all my tranſactious, I had 


reaſons to believe, that, in the prevailing 


rage for calumny and party ſpirit. | had not 
elcaped without my thare of cenſure and 
milrepreſentation. 1, therefore, requeſted 


and beſeeched the firſt Lord of the Admi- 


ralty, over and over again, that, if aught in 
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my conduct had the leaſt appearance of orimi- 
nality# or.even of ſuſpicion, or if aught had 
been inſinuated inconſiſtent, in the minuteſt 
degree, with the character of an officer and 
= gentleman, I might be indulged with the 
knowledge of my faults and accuſers, in 
order to furniſh me with an opportunity of 
doing myſelf juſtice. I went ſtill farther. 
I even demanded, in as ſtrong terms as I 
could venture to uſe, the privilege of an en- 
quiry; confident, that my conduct would de- 
rive credit from the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and 
riſe ſuperior to every thing that envy, jea- 
louſy, or malice could ſuggeſt, But to theſe 
repeated applications the anſwer always was, 
that the Board was perfectly ſatisfied with | 
the propriety of my behaviour, and therefore 
there was no neceſſity for entering into a for- 
mal juſtification, * 285 


45 


In my own department, though lie 
under lo. many diſadvantages, I not only 


carried on the King's ſervice with zeal aud 
attention, but moſt chearfully co- operated 


with 


4 #9 3 
wich the army upon all obvations 3: giving 
them every aſſiſtance in my power, Fhen- 
er applied to; and even anticipating requi- 
ſition, when I ſaw an opportunity of offering 
ſupport. For the truth of this, I refer to 
every general officer | in the army at that time. 


It will likewiſe be allowed me, that I gave 
© moſt ſenſible blow to rebellion, by opening 
the port of New-York, and giving encou- 
ragement to privateers. The ſalutary effects 
of that ſtep were ſoon perceived, and umver- 
ſally acknowledged. The following letter 
from Commiſſioner Eden, which I received 
on the very day of my arrival in London, 
bears the ſtrongeſt teſtimony both to the uti- 
lity of the meaſure, and the general appro- 
bation of my conduct, for giving it every ne- 
ceflary means of exertion and ſucceſs, con- 


ſiſtent with my — OP. 


„Derr Sir, Gee Abril 27. 
I moſt ſincerely congratulate yOu on 
„ your ſlate arrival within this good Old 
2 | | 86 15] nic 
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an efficient protection to the commerce of 
New-Y ork, and an aſtoniſhing exertion to 


66 


the private ſhips of war. The ſpirit and 
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Ifland. Vou ſeem to have come upon the 


< wings of theſe weſterly winds; for I 

have letters by you of ſo late a date as 
the 5th inſtant. In one of that date, Sir 
H. Clinton refers me to a letter of the tb, 


cc 


which I have not yet received. Perhaps 


— Stephens has it. 


6 All my accounts agree in aſcribing the 


warmeſt praiſes. to you, for having given 


ſucceſs of the enterveiſers in that way 
ſeems indeed to have given a hard blow to 
the rebellion. Our friend Elliot writes me 


that you have a curious collection of Rebel 


and French correſpondence. 


« . Tien and I are paling two days 


at- Greenwich, but fhall return to- morrowꝗ 


to attend the Houſe of Commons, and 


ſhall uſe the firſt opportunity in my power 


— 8 IS. 


48 3 1 
« to call on you. 1 hope you found your 
« family well, 
A am with eſteem and regard, 


< Dear Sir, 
- En, Moſt faithfully yours, 


5 Wor. EFpaen,” 


P. 8. I did not attempt to anſwer your 
obliging letter from New-York, becauſe 


you could not have received my anſwer. 


In regard to the general ſentiments of my 
conduct, entertained by the people of New- 
York, theſe are beſt evinced by the very 
affectionate addreſs prefented to me by the 
Merchants and Traders of that place, as 
| ſoon as I communicated my orders of recall; 
and it is with peculiar pleaſure, that to this 
flattering ſuffrage in my favour, I can add 
the obliging compliments of Sir. H. Clinton, 
the Commander in Chief of the Forces, who 
was pleaſed to honour me with expreſſions of 
the ſenſible regret he felt o on the occaſion. 


L ha Ve 


I have already aeritionit the repeated 


aflurances I have received from the firſt Lord 
of the Admiralty, both in perſon, and under 


his hand, of the fulleſt approbation of every 


part of my conduct. I ſhall here add two 


ſhort extracts from his Lordſhip's letters. 


In one of theſe, after other matters, his Lord- 
ſhip was pleaſed to ſay, „ and both to his 
« Majeſty, and every where elſe, I ſhall al- 
ways be ready to certify it as my opinion, 
e you are a very able and deſerving 
« officer.” On another occaſion, when I was 
ſuperſeded 3 in the command at Plymouth, on 


Lord Shuldham being permitted to reſume 15 


that Ration, I received a letter from the firſt 


Lord of the Admiralty, wherein he did me 
the honour to expreſs himſelf | in theſe words, . 
F cannot conclude without fully teſtifying Et 
E my approbation of your judgment and ex- 

« ertion in every blanch of the buſineſs ſince 

8 vou have held the command; and as to 


40 your previous merit as a ſea officer, I have 
« ' repeatedly told my opinion, and ſhall be 
$4 alw ays ready to declare that opinion when- 


„ever 


137 ) 
| it ever ind wherever your character and con- 
* duck are brought 1n ene, 


In opening the port of New-York, I Al 
bliſhed ſuch regulations as might prove moſt 
conducive to give exertion to the Privateęrs, 


without prejudice to the King's immediate 
ſervice. I publiſhed placarts, which I cauſed 
to be circulated, offering protection to all 
ſeamen who ſhould deſert from the rebels, 
and pledging my word of honour, that they 
ſhould not be forced, nor even ſo much as 
deſired, to ſerve 3 in the King" s ſhips, unleſs 
they were ſo inclined. The confequence 


was, that ſo many hundreds were prevailed 
upon to deſert, that, in a ſhort time, I almoſt 
drained the. enemy's armed veſſels of their 
Crews, and effectually manned our own; a 


ſtroke, which, in a manner, annihilated their 
trade, and cut off their reſources. 


My next care was, to provide againſt the only 
inconvenience that could accruc to the King's 
ſervice from the privateering meaſure. It 
ſeemed not impoſſible that attempts might be 
9 made 


( 18 ) - | 
made to ſeduce the ſeamen to enter on board 
thoſe private ſhips of war, by the hopes of prize- 


money, or other offers of emolument. To 


obviate ſuch contingency, however, as much 


as lay in my power, I obliged all the captains 
and owners of privateers to enter into bonds 
and ſecurities, ſubjecting themſelves to high 

penalties, in the event of any of them, or 
others on their behalf, being found guilty of 
inveigling, or attempting to inveigle the men 
from the King's ſhips ; and ſuch penalties, 

when incurred, I always ſtrictly exacted, and 

: applied to the relief of the diſtreſſed refugees. 


It 3 think, to bave con- 
ſulted the public ſervice more, or private in- 
tereſt leſs, than by the means uſed on this 


occaſion 3 and 1 flatter myſelf that the ſame | © 


zeal and diſintereſtedneſs will appear equally 
manifeſt 1 in every other part of my conduct. 
1 gave a pretty clear proof of the latter at 
the beginning; for, immediately on my ſuc- 
ceſſion to the command, I cauſed an adver- 


iſement to be inſerted! in every public newſ- 


paper, 


1 
paper, informing all perſons concerned, that 
no fee or reward whatever was allowed by me 
to be taken in my office for any paflport „pro- 
tection, or other paper whatever, and oifer- 
ing a reward to any perſon who would give 
information of any bribe, fee, or gratuity be- 
ing taken, or even ſo much as afked for. 
With this mark of liberality did I enter on 

my command; and I can affirm, with the 

greateſt truth, and on the word of a gentle- 
man, and an officer, that the ſame principle 
continued invariably to govern all my ſubſe- 
quent tranſactions. F — 


Had the opening of the port been the re- 
ſult of my own ſingle deciſion, ſlander might 
have laid hold of the circumſtance with ſome 
more appearance of plauſibility, though till, 
1 hope, with as little juſtice; but it happens 
luckily for me, that the adoption of that mea- 
ſure was owing to the ,advice and earneſt de- 
fire of the Commillionben and Governor. Its 
good effects /are ſufficiently known; and I did 5 
every thing in my power to render it as ho- 


> nourable 


4 7 


nourable to myſelf, as it has been beneficial | 
to the public. Unfortunately, however, my 


good intentions have been miſconceived, if 


not miſrepreſented; - and I have incurred re- 


proach, where, I am conſcious, 1 merited 
2 applauſe, 


But, without meaning to detract from the 


merits of others, I will take upon me to ſay, 


that, ſince this country had a Navy, no com- 
mander ever kept more clear of colluſive emo- 


: luments than 1 have done 10 every inſtance | 


whatever. 4 am free to declare, as J here do 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, that, during the 


whole of my command, I never was concern- 


ed in, or benefited by, any privateer, trauſ- 
port, victualler, contract, purchaſe, or any 
one tranſaction Whatever; that J never re- 


ceived, or ſuffered to be received for me, any 


_ gratuity, or preſent, however trifling, not even 
1o much as that of: a turtle, or a box of limes ; . 
and that 1 never put a ſirpence, or to that 


value, in my pocket, over and above my 


eltablihed incomes, except the accuſtomed 


Pit« - 


— 
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pittances of pr ne- money from the King's 
ſhips. Nor did I only take care to keep my 


own hands clean ; but very early, likewiſe, 


I laid the ſtricteſt injunction on my ſecretary, 


and all other perſous under my orders, to 


have no ſort of concern with any money 
mi ctions. 


So remote was the w hole tenor of my con- 
duet from any tendeney to pecula ting prac- 


tices, that [ expended large ſurns of my own 


money, with a liberali*) y which ſome, Drs: 


haps, may not be apt think very prudent. 
1 chearfully laid out ſome thouſands, from time 
to time, * hen the neceſſities of the King's 8 
ſervice required extraordinary reſources and 
gave many Hun RArpas, in charitable donations, 

to the di ſtreſſed ſufferers for their loyalty to 

Government, Which, with the . pro- 


priety, J might have ch arged in ay contin- 


gent bill. Beſides, of the e money 


which I received from my predeceſlor, a- 


mounting to five hundred and odd pounds, I. 


p aid back 4 confiderable part into the Nav Ve 


_ Office, 
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Office, on my return to England ; Van in- 
ſtance of diſintereſtedneſs, I preſume, not 
very common, if not altogether dnn 

dented. 


TA addition to theſe facts, 1 ſhall add one 
other, which ſtrongly argues againſt every 
ſuſpicion of mercenary dealings on my part, 
On my recall from commanding in North 
America, which was at my own earneſt re- 
queſt, that I might prepare for going on 
the Newfoundland ſtation, which had been ſo 
faithfully promiſed me before I went abroad, 
I came home by the ſhorteſt paſſage, bring-⸗ 


ing three frigates along with me. Here was 


. fair opportunity of attempting to do ſome- 
thing for myſelf, had ſelfiſh motives predo- | 


= minated ; as I could eaſily have divided thoſe | 


veſſels, and ſent them ſeparately to the 
' ſouthward for a chance of prize-money, on 


their paſſage to England. But I ever ſcorned 5 


all views of an advantage that could not come 


honourably, and hand 1 in hand with the good 
of the ſervice. 


ng Should 


6230 


Should theſe conſidqations not have their 


Proper weight with ſome people, I muſt call > 


the attention of ſuch perſons, tora circum- 


Nance, which muſt utterly deſtroy every idea 
of any colluſive practices at New-York. As 


I could not appear in thoſe tranſactions my- 


ſelf, there was no other way of conducting 


them, than through the medium of thoſe about 
me. Is it likely then, that thoſe pertons, 
men whom I had firſt precluded from the 
common perquiſites of office, and afterwards : 


from the till greater advantages they might 


have derived from contracts, or other concerns 


in money jobs, would have proved willing 


agents, in carrying on a clandeſtine traffic for 


myſelf, or proper perſons for me to confide 


in? The thing 1s abſolutely impoſſible. The 
akural paſſions of mankind are againſt it; 
and credulity muſt 1 5 its uſual 5 


| he 


On my arrival from America, to what- 


ever caule it Was owing, T found Various rea- 


ſons Ne 
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ſons for mortification and dif guſt. The News: 


foundland command, which I had ſo much 


reaſon to expect, was given to a junior officer; 
a promotion of flags had taken place, in my 
abſence, in which I was not included, a very 
pointed ſtop being made at my name, ſo 
that I remained the ſenior Rear Admiral in 
the ſervice; and, to complete the whole, 1 
Was ordered to ſtrike my flag, in the midſt of 
'S raging war, both at home and abroad, while 
no leſs than eleven Junior flags were left 
Wing 
1 venld nec help b bing thoſe mat- 
ters, as ſo many flagrant acts of injuſtice, 
as well as indirect impcachments of my cha- | 


racer and conduct; but I was ſoothed with a 


proſpect of the command at Plymouth, as 
ſoon as Lord Shuldham's three years ſhould be 
expired. Some months, however, before 
that period, on his Lordſhip coming to at- f 
tend Parliament, I was ordered down to 
command in his place. 1 immediately obey- 
ed; and, as I was made to e the ſucceſ. 
ES bon, 


- 


( 1 


fon, I tranſplanted my family to that place. 
as to a certain ſettlement, at a great expence. 
On the expiration of the three years, which 

happened ſome time after, I applied for a 
commiſſion to be ſent down in my o. 
name; but Lord Shuldham, I found, was to 
be continued, and I had leave to return to 


town on his rem the command · 


It may not be 1 improper to obſerve here, 
that, during the time of my commanding 


at Plymouth, I had repeated letters from the 


firſt Lord of the Admiralty, fully teſtifying 


his approbation of my judgment, and exer- 


tion in every branch of the buſineſs ſince 


I had the command at that port. One diſa= 


greeable part of my duty was, the neceflity 
of re-eſtabliſhing the diſcipline of the Navy, 
which had been too much relaxed by a long 
peace. This, at a time when the nation was 
engaged in a more extenſive war than ever had | | 
_ exiſted at any former period, rendered it in- 


diſpenſibly eſſential to recommend frequently 


2 more ſtrict attention to the rules of the fer- 
; vice 3 ; 


2 


4 
— — — af. ** > T A 
2 * * A Jake ah a 
4 5 3 1 4 — — 
r — ad DR IE — 
Cen ING mAbs _ — 5 EZV. — 
* 90 a = + pa * - 


— r — 22 — ah — — 
STO. I — — —— 
- Go - — 4 . 
3 — 


— 90 _ * 
” ——— 


£ 
_= 
2c 
: 2 7 . — — * 
: = — — — — — — s N 
—— 1 2 * b a 
E131 — —— — —— —— 


2 — 2 
— 2 
: q 2 
* 


— po 


1 a , 
„ 2 "IEG — . 2% ˖ K . Arn, ͤ ———— _ „ _ ” * 
, < * * N > a 
: : — 7 3 Y 
E * = — a 1 * 4 
, _ is as * — — * — — — — CID oe Ir 
” FR ” ant ah 22 wy * — N — 3 — — — 
„ ER * K . - 4 8 b - — A — — BED — n 
3 - . L . 2 — — 3 * vs g — — i — 
. wy 0442; - « ä n y —— - 3 —— 
— — 5 — 


„ 
vice; and, when recommendation failed, to 
enforce duty by authority Theſe neceſſary 
regulations might naturally have made me 

unpopular among ſuch maligners, as were 
careleſs how the ſervice of their country was 
carried on; but with men of that deſcription, 
I had never au ambition of being a favourite. 


That diſappointment was ſoon followed by 
another. On the next meeting of Parlia- 
ment, I was again offered the temporary 
command at Plymouth in Lord Shuldam's 
| abſence; but it was with this proviſo, that 

I muſt go down immediately. That, how- 
ever, was impoſſible, as I was then confined 
to bed, by a ſevere attack of the gout in both 
feet and hands. I, therefore, requeſted my 
phyſician, Sir John Eliot, to repreſent my 
total inability, at that time, to move; offer- 

ing my ſervices, wherever it might be judg- 2 
ed proper to appoint me, as ſoon as the leaft 
remiſſion of my diſorder would enable me to 
{tir abroad. But this application, reaſonable 
as it was, procured me no indulgence ; and 

1 Admiral 


TRI 
Admiral Parker was ſent down to command 


for Lord 3 ; TE 5 


Such a ſerics of diſappointments, ahd 9 
marks of neglect, after ſo long a courſe of 
ſervices, in which I was not conſcious of the 
leaſt atom of delinqueney, ſeemed inexplicable 
on any other ground, than that of ſome hidden 
and malignant influence being employed to 
impreſs his Majeſty's Miniſters with ſenti- 
ments to my prejudice. T. therefore, once 
more, applied to the firſt Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, expreſſing my apprehenfions | in regard 
to that matter, and earneſtly requeſting a 
| court of enquiry to clear my character from 
ſuch foul aſperſions. In antwer to this, his 
Lordſhip gave me the uſual aflurances of the 
fulleſt approbation of my conduct; adding, 
that, as no part of it had been diſapproved, 
any application for an inquiry could not be 
received. I then took an opportunity of re- 
monſtrating to his Lordfhip on the hardſhip 
1 had met w ith, in loſing the Newfoundland 


Nation « on its lat relief, and fignifying an 
— 8 intention 


| 8 

intention to memorial the King for the ſame 
command on the next vacancy. I received 
for reply, that the appointment to commands 
was ſolely in the breaſt of the King ; but his 
Lordſhip aflured me of his good wiſhes, and 
very obligingly offered to preſent the memo- 
rial I had mentioned ; which he was pleaſed 
to recommend, in very {trons s terms, as 2. 


| thing highly Proper. 


The eue was given to his Lordſhip ; ; 
who, ſoon after, did me the honour to in- 
form me that it had been preſented, and 
that he had the pleaſure of adding, that, in 
all the time of his being in office, he never 
knew an inſtance of ſick an application being 
more graciouſly received. He, therefore, 
gave me every reaſon to hope for the appoint- 
ment I ſolicited, as ſoon as the Vacancy took 
place; aſſuring me, when that happened, 
Ne: ſhould nominate and recommend me to 
his Majeſty, as the moſt Proper Admiral to 
: ſucceed to that command, 

8 | | : 

Thinking the matter, now, paſt all chance 
of miſcarriage, I made the neceffary family 

= „ eran ge- 


| „ Fo 
arrangements, and fitted out, at a conſiderable 
expence, for proceeding to Newfoundland. 
But, juſt as I had completed my preparations, 
a change of miniſtry took place, and Admiral 
Campbell was appointed to that ſtation at 


the moment 1 expected to ſet out on the 
command. ” 


It falls naturally! in the way to mention 
5 here, though not in the exact order of this 
narrative, that, as ſoon as the new admini- = 
ſtration was ſettled, I wa alted on Lord Viſ- 
count Keppel; when I took the liberty of 
repreſenting the peculiar hardſhip of my pre- 
ſent diſappointment, after tne great trouble 
and expence 1 had been put to. I ſignified 
alſo my apprehenſions, that ſo unexpected an 
event might poſhbly be owing to ſome un- 
friendly miſrepreſentations of my conduct to 
the King; and I begged of his Lordſhip, that 
he would be pleaſed to preſent to his Majeſty 
a memorial, which I had prepared for the 
purpoſe, humbly beſeeching the ſtricteſt in- 
veltigation into my conduct, if any part of it 


leemed 


| 
r Rs 
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ſeemed to give the leaſt cauſe of diſpleaſure, or 
reprehenſibility. His Lordſhip, in the moſt 
obliging manner, expreſſed his ſenſibility for 
my diſappointment ; aſſuring me that my 
fears, as to the cauſe of it, were totally 
groundleſs, and that it was entirely owing to 

a neceflary ſyſtem in conſequence of a change - 
of Miniſtry ; but that 1 n night confide 1 in his 
ſincere intentions, as a brother officer, who 

had conſiderate feelings for what J had ſuf- 


fe red, to p! rocure me compenſation as ſoon 28 


an opportunity ould offe 1 


Some time before the > change of admin 
ftration, [ received the follow in g ſhort letter 
by poſt : 

A by-ſtander often ſees moſt, Did YOu 


„ eyer ſuffe r your ſecretary, Or any one under 
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++ you, to rake any bribe, or dabble in con- 
tracks, or money matters ? Or had you ever 
** anv quarrel or miſunderſt: anding with Lord 
6 Com __, or any of the adminiſtration- 


*gz 


people? 


6k This hint from A Friend. oo 
This 


. ) | 
This letter, though anonymous, encreaſed 
my former ſuſpicions of injurious repreſenta- 
tions ; and another circumſtance, which then 
occurred to my mind, contributed ſtill more 
to confirm them. Some time before, when 
the government of the Bahamas became va- 
cant, I had applied to the Secretary of State 
for that department, in behalf of my brother, 
who was then Lieutenant-Governor; ; but 
hearing, ſoon afterwards, that eber was 
appointed, 1 expreſſed my fears to that noble 
Lord, that, probably, ſome miſconception of 
my conduct, while abroad, had prevented the 


ſucceſs of my recommendation. On this, 
his Lordſhip, did me the honour to write me 


a letter, of which the ſubſtance i is as follows. 


His Lordſhip was pleaſed to a. chat 355 
 condu& whilſt at New York, ſo far as he 5 


could judge of naval officers, deſerved appro- 
bation, and that he never failed expreſſing his 


ſentiments accordingly. That he always did 
me all the juſtice poſſible, with regard to the 


ucouragement given * me to the privateers, ” 


"W hich 
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which proved of ſuch infinite advantage to 
the public; and that he was obliged to me 


for ſpeaking ſo fairly and openly on that ſub- 


ject, as there certainly were reports ſpread _ 


abroad, as if I had a private intereſt in grant- 


ing the commiſſions ; but that if ever he 


ſhould again hear ſuch inſinuations, he would 


be abledir ectly to contradict them; and that 
he muſt fay he never gave the leaſt credit to 


them. That the only part of my conduct 


which he had heard in the leaſt complained 
of, was my taking the frigates to accompany 
me to Europe, before they had convoyed the 


1 . 2 | 8 +. | 
fleet of ſtores and proviſions to Georgia; as 
that fleet, having been taken by the enemy, 
Vas a ſevere blow to the public ſervice, and a 


great loſs to individuals. That the clamour 


it occaſioned was great; but that I beſt knew 


whether it was in my power to have acted 


otherwile, His Lordſhip concluded with fay- 


ing, that he thought I would forgive him 


for writing his mind fo freely in anſwer to 
my letter, and to aſſure me that he never had 


the leaſt doubt of any part of my conduct 


deſerving 


D 
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deſerving ſtrong approbation but in the laſt 
article, which he ſhould be pleaſed to hear 
explained, ſo as to enable him to ſpeak with 
the ſame ſatisfaction upon that, as he had 
done upon every other operation in which I 


was concerned, whilſt I commanded the fleet 
in North America. 


Immediately on receipt of that letter, I 


incloſed to his Lordſhip a literal copy of my 


orders from the Admiralty, which were not 


only explicit, poſh! itrve and peremptor to return 


home without one moment” s loſs of time, but 


alſo to bring with me above double the num- 
ber of frigates that accompanied me to Eng- 


land ; and his Lordfhip, on peruſal of thoſe 


orders, did me the honour to expreſs the 
moſt perfect ſatisfaction with my conduct in 
ary: rene W hatever, 


ifl erred as to the frigates, it was cer- 


tainly! in not bringing ſix, or more, inſtead 
of three only. I confeſs it was not regular to 


take ſo much liberty with the injunctions of 


* my 


. : K * * — 
. * . . 4 3 8 Ca ** * 
* > : _ * a 
- * — . 8 — 3 . 
s — le S : — — — — 
— ——— — —— —— * —— —— — = 
—— — $ > EDT TRE — - = _— e are >. A . n 8 
1 - . * - 2 Sona IN _ a = . n < 
— — yea. - . * N 25 . bd * Wa wa * 85 n 
7 . 65.9 : 1 A - — — OR 
g — Y — 
« _ * A * * * 
we : — — 
a — 


—— — — 
— 


— 
— S 
* —— Pr 
— — £ by 
3 


* — 7 
* En =; * — , . — V 
W Ds c IRIS 1 - 
— „* . — 
IM N — — 
8 — — — eg 1 


— 
— CG 5 2 — 


* (= 
— 
— * 
a 5 


n 


„ 


my ſuperiors; but the critical ſtate of affairs 
at New York, joined to the earneſt. folicita- 
tions of Sir Henry Clinton, who requeſted L 
would not weaken the ſquadron too much, 


induced me to hazard a cenſure by diſobedi- 
ence, rather than let the ſervice ſuffer by a 
rigid compliance with my orders. My ene- 


mies will not ſay I could have had any pri- 


vate view in that determination. 


I was now fully convinced of what I had 


long luſpected, that injurious reports had been 
ſecretly propagated againſt me. The anony- 


mous letter, Lord G. G's. declaration, and 


the many oblique hints I had had from my 
friends to the fame purpoſe, all conſpired to- 


gether t to impreſs me with that belief 


Toy thus ord of the fact, 1 8 a- 
voured to explore, and find out, if poſſible, 
from what circumſtance, or tranſaction, the 
calumny could have originated; and from 
the moſt careful retroſpect on what had hap- 
pened, nothing ſeemed fo likely to give riſe 
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to it as one particular regulation in opening 
the port of New-York. From a deſire to ſave f 
expences to Government, and alſo to expe- 
dite the ſervice, I reſolved to give a ſailing 


preference to ſuch privateers, as would un- 
dertake, before they began their cruizes, to 
carry the General's public diſpatches, and my 

own, to the different ſtations. This, how- 
| ever, was not a private, or colluſive compact. 
I ordered my Secretary to go upon the Mer- 
chant's Change, publicly to make known! my 
intentions, and to offer that indulgence 1 in- 
diſcriminately, without gratuity, fee, or re- 
ward, to all ſach owners of privateers, aud 
ſuch only, as choſe to accept it on the terms 


propoſed, | 


Nothing, ſo far as I can ſee, could have 
given leſs handle for ſuſpicions of a private 
advantage | in the matter, than this open and 
candid proceeding. There is reaſon to be- 
lieve, however, that ſome diſappointed miſ- | 
creants at New- York have not only inſinu- 
ated otherwiſe, but mi tranſmitted their 
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falſe and ſcandalous reports to this country: 


where they ſeem to have been but too well 


received? and induſtriouſly propagated, by 


certain perſons, who chuſe not to be known. 


But I challenge any man alive, be he who 
he will, to ſtand forth openly, and avow 


himſelf either the author, or abettor, of the 


3 leaſt impe achment of my character or con- 
duct, either as an officer, or a man of 


honour. 


Whether J am right, as to the true origin 
of thoſe eee I am not abſo- 
lutely certain; but, wherever they were firſt 


broached, or .by w homſocver ſpread abroad, 
I Was determined, as much as in me lay, to 


ift the matter to the bottom. My credit as 


at ſtake. It was therefore neceſſary, if 1 


could not hope to drag my accuſers to the 
light, to be, Ar eat, furniſhed with the 


means of refuting their falthoods. 


For this purpoſe, I wrote to ſuch of the 
5 King's Commilhoners as $1 could well apply to, 
{or 


41 


for their full and free opinion of my conduct; 


deeming thoſe, with whom I had the honour 


of co-operating when abroad, the fitteſt per- 


ſons to decide on its merits. 1 felt it neceſ- 


fary, at the ſame time, to require explicit 


declarations, that nothing might be ſuppreſſed, 


either from delicacy, or any other motive, 


| which might be thought in the leaſt deſerv- 


ing of cenſure. 


* 


The Sil ing are Beeral copies of the let- 
ters which paſſed on the occaſion ; together 


with an affidavit from my late Secretary, 
Mr. Dick, ſworn to by him, before the 


Mayor of Rocheſter, and likewiſe a letter, 
poſterior to that, in anſwer to one I had 


written him. As to Mr. Dick, I ſhall only 


ſay, that I never found cauſe to ſuſpect him 


of any illicit practices; but his being ſuſ- 
pected by others, ſeemed ſufficient reaſon to 
me, for not” employing him any longer. I 


will do him the farther juſtice to ſay, that 


the affidavit was his own voluntary act. = 
cannot, therefore, think o harſhly of him, 


as 


from the Commiſſioners, that, 


( 


as to ſuppoſe, that he could have made ſuch 


ſolemn declarations, without any motive, or 


neceſſity whatever, had he been conſcious to 
himſelf of having abuſed the confidential 


truſt of his Admiral, and thereby wounding 


the reputation of his patron and bencfactor. 


The letter from Mr. Eliot, Superinten- 
dant - General at New-York, which is the laſt 


in the Correſpondence, came in anſwer to one 


Thad ſent to him, in conſequence of Mr. Eden 
having mentioned, in one of his letters, that 


Mr. Eliot had heard ſome reports, refloctin 9 


on my Secretary. This induced me, in writ— 


ing to Mr. Eliot, to requeſt, that he would 


communicate every thing that came to his 


knowledge, as I felt my own character greatly 


affected, by being involved with that of Mc. 
Dick 1 in the calumny. 


4 have only to add, reſpecting the letters 


as ſoon as 


Lord Carlifle returned from Ireland, I waited 
on 2 bis Lordſhip, to apologize for the trouble 


I had 
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I had given him; when his Lordſhip very 
obligingly aſſured me of his eſtcem, and the 
molt favourable ſentiments of my conduct, e 
ſo far as fell within his knowlege at New- 5 
York. I likewiſe made it my buſineſs to ſee 
Mr. East ön his arrival in town, and received, 
| from his own mouth, the ſtrongeſt confirma- 
tion of what he had written me from Dublin, 
expreſſive of his perfect approbation of every 
| part Ff my public tranſactions in North 
America, that he had an opportunity of be- 


ing acquainted with, while he remained in 
that e 


I wrote to the Earl of Carliſle as follows : 


«© My Lonp, Queen-Street, 234 Dec. 17 781. 
„ Nour Lordfhi ip 's liberality of en 

66. will, I truſt, forgive this intruſion on 
N your time. An anonymous letter which 

I have received, a copy of which 15 take 
the liberty to incloſe, muſt give alarm to 

06 an officer, conſcious of the rectitude of his 
conduct in every reſpect, and feeling ſeu- 

“ ſible reaſon to be Jealous that it 1 Nat. 


been 
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been as favourably acknowledged, as his 


unremittiug exertions gave him a right 


latter of the two hints of cauſe of reprehen- 
ſibility, let me requeſt the favour of your 
Lordſhip, at a leifure moment, to honour 


me with your opinion of the propriety of my 
conduct whilſt J had the honour to com- 
mand the King's ſhips during your reſidence 
in America, and whether your Lordſhip 


thinks any part of my conduct in any 
thape, or on any occaſion, ever gave you 


the leaſt cauſe for e ä 


75 [ have to flatter myſelf your Lordſhip 
will not think this a trouble, but eſteem 


as an act of juſtice, as well as kindneſs, 


this favour which 18 requeſted of you by 


him; vho has the honour to ſubſc ribe him- 


* 


eIf, 41th truth and reſpect, 

7 Y Our e s moſt frithful, 
. Obedient humble ſerv ant, 
His 1 the J. GauBIER. 
k. Hon. the Earl 
* of Carlifle, &c. &c. 
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1 His 147 anſwer, dated January 3, 
1782, ſays, that his abſence from Dublin 
prevented him from ſooner acknow doing 
3 my letter, app plying to him on the ſubject 
of an anonymous correſpondent's. His Lord- 
ſhip obſerved, that Whatever reluQance he 
ſhould feel in his own caſe, to treat. ſuch a 
correſpondent with any thing but filence and 
contempt, yet that he would acquicice under 
my requeſt, and anſwer to that part of the 
queries contained 1n my ſeparate paper, which 
part, he conceived, to be the only one that 
appertained in any reſpe& to him. He re- 
collected, he ſaid, no quarrel! or miſunder- 
ſtanding that occurred between us in any 
tranſactions in our official departments ; and 
that, both in my private and pul blic Capacity, 
he frequently experienced many inſtances of 
cordiality and attention. His Lordihip 
added, that my fituation at New York, 
was much too elevated not to attract many 


enemies, and ſevere znimadverſions, againſt 
if which conſcious innocence was the only 
Il ſhield; and = he would not affront my 
underſtanding ſo much as to offer from 

> (3 . him- 
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himſelf any « conſolation againſt theſe, or any | 


attacks made upon my conduct, and that of 
my Secretary, reſpecting contracts and other 


naval arrangements, when his ignorance, 


from the ſituation in which he was placed in 
America, of every tranſaction of that nature, 


muſt be ſo apparent, and entirely take away 
the force of his evidence and authority 
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my wiſhes from ſome of the s Mini- 


* ſters, inſtead of that favourable counte— 
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„ SIR, 


4 1 trouble vou on a ſubject Ge my 


. Since my return from commanding 


in North America, I have, on ſeveral occa- 


ſons, mortifyingly experienced oppoſition to 


nance my attentive and faithful conduct 


gave me a right to expect. Conſcious of 
the religious reQitude of it, in every reſpect, 


L have unremittingly endeavoured to res | 
troſpect every the moſt minute part of it, 


to explore aught that could poſſibly afford 
me leaſt Sue or cauſe; and juſtly 
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alarmed at tl.e moſt diſtant idea of being in 


fed any man to ſtand forth and im 


* 23) 


the leaſt reprehenſible, I ſolicited and re- 
queſted an opportunity erfomally to explain 


to Lord North every i that could have 
been made to appear in the leaſt ænigma- 
tical, and not to merit his molt entire ap- 


probation ; but his Lordſhip having as re- 
peatedly declned and refuſed giving me 
any ſuch opportunity, I could do no more 
than folemnly, under my hand, aflure his 


Lord: hip, and everyothef Miniſter t o whom 
Js 


had the honour to be known, that I 


pledged myſelf to have, on ail and every 


occaſion, acted the zealous and attentive 


officer, and faithful ſteward to the public 


and chearf ully invited and prov! oked 92 


ſtricteſt! ing aiſition, and challenged and de- 


1peach any 
part of my con duct whatev er, either as the 
officer or man of honour. The other 


day J received an anonymous letter, — 


the words as follows: 


„A by-ſtander often fees molt. Did you 


2» 4* a * a — v 152 1 8 0 5 * RE 5 N 
SVel {ffer YOul gecretar V, OT any ONE un- 
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6 FR you, to take any bribe, or dabble in 
* contracts or money matters? Or had y ou 


* ever any quarrel or miſunderſtanding with 


Lord C— or any of the adminiſtration 
2 „erk e „ 
oy SH hin from a 1 9 88 


7 Whether meant amical or miſchievous, 1 


determined to take every further ſtep, in 
nature poſſible, to clear up aught that 
could directly or indirectly tend to either 


0 of the two hints! in the letter, by inſtantly 5 
. applying to every one of the ſeveral per- 
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ſonages with whom 1 had the honour to 
cooperate during my command, or had 
* any tranſaction whatever with, by requir- 
ing of them to do me that juſtice, which 
„all gentlemen have a right reciprocally to 
0 claim and demand from each other. | 
45 The 8 and friendly ki 


which always ſubſiſted between Mr. Eden 
: and me, will, I am perſuaded, actuate him 
* moſt 
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N 
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; moſt readily to comply with my requiſt- 
tion; and, I have no doubt, the ſimilar 
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ones which I ſhall make to the ſeveral 


others of his brethren 3 in the commiſſion, 
and, indeed, to all with whom I acted, 
will be equally readily complied with. 


„The following I am to defire you to re- 
ply to.—Pift, If I did not, in your opi- 


nion, upon all and every occaſion, act with 


zeal, attention, and propriety in every part 


of my conduct, in whatever fell within 
your knowledge whilſt together at New- 


York ?—Secondly, Whether at any time, 


or on any occaſion whatever, vou ever re- 


preſented by letter, or otherways, to any 


perton, directly or indirectly, any part of 


my conduct as in the leaſt reprehenſible! in 
CC © 


any reſpect ?—You will Fat to be ex- 


0 This act of x juſtiec I am 8 PE 


the very friendly regard you have always 
ſhewn and expreſſed for me, you will moſt 


70 rea- 


% readily do; and I have no reaſon to think 
* otherwiſe, than that every one of the gen- 

„ tlemen I had the honour to co-operate 
"oh, with, both whilſt Lords Carlifle and Howe, 
% and Governor Johnſtone, | continued in 
America, and allo afterwards, will as cor- 
© dially and readily Join in doing me the 
_* ſame juſtice; for I can't think of going 
again on command with any thing doubt - 


15 ful during my laſt, 


* 71th May 8 of ſucceſs crown your 
& Iabours in Ireland. I have the honour to 
Abe, with due conſideration and. regard, 
ro robs | Dear? Sir, 


„. Your "moſt faithful 
«And obedient ſervant, 


Queen- ſtreet, "May- O08. F; GAT PR. 
TIO 234Dec.17 781, e 
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ce « Commiſſioner Eden, . 
A at rrheCaſtle, D Dublin. 6 
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e Dublin Caſtle, Jan. 9, 1782. 
Dear Sir, 


«6 T ule the firſt minute within my diſpo- 


ſal to anſwer your letter of the 23d of 
December. 


* To your firſt inquiry, reſpecting my ge- 


neral ſentiments of your conduct at New- 


Vork, to far as I had any concern with 


you in the public buſineſs, I can readily 
anſwer, that, from the principle of con- 
duct which invariably gov erns me, I ſhould, 


without heſitation, have communicated to 


you at the time any diſſatis faction that I 
might have felt; I do not, however, re- 
recollect any occurrence in which I had 


occaſion to feel diſſatisfied. On the con- 


trary, fo far as the King's Commit. moners 
had occaſion to confer and to act with you, 


as commanding the Navy on the North 


American coaſt, they had ever y reaſon” o 


acknowledge your co: dial alacrity and con- 
currence in promoting the King's ſervice ; 
nor can I cloſe this head without repeat- 


Dns. 
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ing, what I Have often declared in other 


« places, that I experienced from you per- 


„ ſonally the moſt 3 ang gentleman- like 


44 attention * 


6% 
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With reſpect to your ſecond inquiry, it 
is, in effect, anſwered by what I have al- 
ready written; for I am incapable of blam- 
ing, either directly or indirectly, when I 
© ſee no real cauſe to blame. 


"AS to parts of your conduct in which I 
had not any joint concern, fo far as they 
related to the general conduct of the Navy, 
unconnected with our conſultations, I am 


much too ignorant of the ſubject ever to 


have formed or riſqued ſentiments with 
regard toit; and ſo far as they related to 
the detail of navy contracts, naval ap- 
pointments, &c. I conſidered ſuch mat- | 
ters as not only improper for my attention, 


but even undeſery! ing of 1 . 


" Soon after n my return from North Ame- 


+5: rice; It was impoſſible tor me not to re- 


Ta) 
«© mark, in reading the Engliſh prints, that 
£ 


=. 


your ſituation had expoled you to many 


s 


5 750 


enemies and cenſurers; but every public 


* 


4 ſituation of importance is expoſed to li- 


N 


e bellers; and every man fo circumſtanced, 


5% 


e muſt reſt on the courſe of his life, and ge- 


* 


neral character, for ſupport againſt ſuch 5 
e attacks. 


« I am, dear Sir, 
* Lour moſt faithful 


wh Hu mble ſerv ant, 


* WN. Epex.” 


ge P. S. Allow me to add my ſincere thanks 
for your obliging expreſſion, relative to 


« my lituation here,” 


. K a Gambier, Queen- 
6“ Street, May Pair, | Lot 
„ don,” 


I replied to the above letter, and thanked 
both Mr. Eden and Lord Carliſle for their 
Find expreſſions of regard and eſteem; but I 

H 


begged 


1 5 
begged leive to obſerve to Mr. Eden, that he 
had not ſeparately and diſtinctly anſwered my 
two ſeveral queries; but had only ſaid, in 
general, that the ſecond of them was in effect 
anſwered by what he had ſaid to the firſt. I 
therefore begged Mr. Eden to be explicit, and 
anfwer the ſecond by itſelf; as T was deter- 
mined to uſe all human means for tracing the 
calumny, and puniſhing my defamers as they 
deſerved; in doing which, I perſuaded my- 
ſelf, Mr. Eden and all my other friends would 
| kindly aſſiſt me. 'To this application I re. : 


ceived the follow ing anſwer; = 


- 85 Dublin Caſtle, February, 29% * 
« Ber Sir, 
ho Yeſterday, and not before, I received 
your letter of the 8th inſtant, and uſe the 
firſt interval of leiſure to anf er it. 


* 
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« In the fine diſeuſſions which take place, 
in times like the preſent, reſpecting the 
| conduct of thoſe who are employed! in the 
ro public ſervice, there is hardly an officer 
e | (civil, 
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(civil, military, or naval) of any note, 


whoſe conduct has not been ſtated, within 


my hearing, as occaſionally reprehenſible; 


ſometimes juſtly, often unjuſtly, as further 


7 


in formation has ſhewn ; 3 {ometimes in 


trifles, at other times in matters of real 
importance, It is the ſame thing with 


reſpe& to the interchange of remarks, on 
the events of this great war, between pri- 


vate correſpondents; ; and though do not 
hold it to be proper, or practicable, to tell 
every public officer preciſely how far I 


may have conſidered his conduct as repre- 


kenſible in particular inſtances ; yet, not- 


withſtanding this, I have no difficulty in 
ſaying, that I do not recolle& having had 
any occaſion to repreſent, directly or indi- 


realy, any ideas whatever reſpecting your 
command at New-York. Indeed, it was 


totally out of my line to advert to that 


5 ſubject 7 it Was ſufficient for me 0 guard 
my own ſituation againſt miſconſtructions. 


86 And you muſt 5 me to add, that 
vou miſunderſtood both the Lord Lieute- 
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nant's letter and mine, if you ſuppoſe that 
we meant, by our late anſwers, to imply 
the ſlighteſt diſapprobation. We endea- 
voured to make a kind return to a very 
friendly degree of politeneſs which we had 

experienced; and to avoid a further diſ- 
“ cuſſion of what does not belong to us, 
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« Mr. Dick's affidavit, which I return, is 


highly creditable towards you. I never 
4 would liſten to the idle ſuggeſtions on that 
— ſubject at New-York ; but our friend, Mr. 


cc Eliot, can inform: you, if you will write 
to him, of many particulars, which he 


ce diſcountenanced 1 in the kindeſt and moſt 


7 | honourable manner. The circumſtances 
t have now eſcaped my memory. I recollect 
© only, in general, that they tended to 
« charges againſt Mr. Dick, who now gives 
6 the moſt decided negatives to them. It 


“ was impoſlible for me not to hear them; 


e bat1 thought them much below my at- 
* tention. I am ſorry for your gout. I 
2 wiſh Jon a proſperous and healthy ſummer 


2 olf 
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46 off Newfoundland, and have the honour 'F 
& to be, MT = | 
«© Dear Sir, . i 

1 Your moſt fvithful } 
Humble ſervant, 


** WMV. Ep . 


Admiral Gambier, 
, May Far. London. 


Queen Street, March 21, 1782, 1 
„ Dear Sir, 1 | | 
64 Although ſo much indiſpoſed that 1 ii 
« can ſcarce hold my pen, I would not defer 
«* acknowledging the receipt of your laſt 
letter, wherein, in reply to my query, you 
„ are pleaſed to aſſure me, you never had any 
occaſion to repreſent; directly or in directly, 
any ideag whatever concerning en- 


* mand at New-Y ork. 


ce 


$6 


* Theſe aflurances muſt certainly be ſa- 
<* tisfactory to me. I cannot, nevertheleſs, | 
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but with concern obſerve, in a ſubſequent 


6 


paragraph, wherein you refer me to our 


friend Mr. Eliot at New York, for parti- 
culars of ſuggeſtions that had aroſe there, 
affecting the conduct and character of my 
BY, Secretary, which, by implication, might 
© be, and, perhaps, too probably have been, 


traveſtied and miſrepreſented iti a manner 
to wound my character; as, in general, 


2M Secretaries are deemed only the agents of 
c their Admirals. Although this was not 
the caſe with me, but directly the reverſe, 


nevertheleſs it is ſo alarming, that I ſhall 
directly write to Mr. Eliot, whoſe libera- 
lity of ſentiment and honour, as well as 
regard for me, will, I dare ſay, actuate 
him to communicate any thing that he 
ſhall think can aſſiſt me in exploring and 


dragging forth any cowardly {landerer, 
who may have miſrepreſented any part of 
my conduct, in any manner that may hurt 
+ my character, when I ſhall certainly treat 
ſuch a wretch as he deſerves. I hope you 


enjoy 


7 
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EN 

enjoy health to carry you through all 

your r in Ireland; and Jam, &c. &c. 
* J. Gau BIER.“ 


Mr. Dick 8 Arripavrr. 
J James Dick, late Secretary to Adiniral 
Gambier, during the whole time that he 
commanded in North America, do moſt 
ſolemnly, in the preſence of Almighty 
| God, teſtify and declare, that I was his 


public and private confidential Secretary, 


and privy to every tranſaction in com- 


mand; and that the ſaid Admiral never, 
to my knowledge or belief, was ever in 


the leaſt intereſted or concerned, direct. 


ly or indirectly, in auy money matters, or 
any tranſaction whatever, whereby he 
could potiibly be tlie leaſt benefited, either 
by contracts, bargains, ſales, granting 
commiſſions, warrants, paſles, protections, 


indulgences of any kind, immunities, fees 


or rewards, or even preſents of any ſort 


or kind, or ſhare or ſhares of, or concerns 


© 


11 = 11 | 1 1 
in, any privateers, tranfports, trading 


6 


*. ſhips or welteo, or any hired- by Govern 


ee 


ment; or, to my knowledge or belief, in 


66 


5. any ſingle act or deed, whereby he could 
or did, either directly or indirectly, gain or 
be benefited to the value of a. fingle fix- 
peice. Nor did he; to my knewledge or 
belief, either employ, ſignify to, direct, 
„ adviſe, or even inſinuate to me, or any 
' perſon whatever, to do any one act, either 
in office or otherwiſe, e he ale : 

5 be e a ſix-peneg. 1 


„So far the contrary was his religiouſly 
diſintereſted and liberal conduct, that, on 
his firſt coming to the command, imme- 
diately after the departure of Lord Howe, 
he cauſed an advertiſement to be inſerted. 
in the public news-papers, informing all 
and every perſon whateyer, that every 
act of office whatever, in the depart- 
ment of the Naval Commander in Chief, 
Was to be done without the leaſt fee or 


; reward, and offering a gratuity to any per- 


ſon? who mould inform him ſuch was 
g 1 not 


(0 


(e 
e 


cc 


„ 


not möſt religioun y obſerved, or that even 


any bribe or reward was aſked, or hinted 


to be expected. either directly or in- 


direRtly. 


And ] do further moſt ſolemnly declare, 


that the ſaid Admiral Gambier did, to the 


beſt of my knowledge, in every reſpect, 
and upon all and every occafion, act the 
molt | faithful and difintereſted ſteward to 
Government, even to an unprecedented | 
s degree ; ſeveral times, at the expence of 
his private fortune, by giving charitable 
Fratuitics and donations to the indigent and 
diſtreſſed ſufferers, and well-withers to 
* Goverment, to promote the King's ſervice, 
and the meaſures of Adminiſtration ; ; and 


without charging ſuch in auy official contin- 
gent bill; his contingent bill, I may ven- 


ture to ſay, was as ſmall as ever any Com- 
mander's in Chief: the mo! ney he having left 
to him in the contingent cheſt, by his pre- 
; decefibr „being between five and fix hundred 
| pounds, near halfof which ſun he paid back 
„„ 80 
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into the Navy Office, on his return from his 


command. And I do furthermore ſolemnly 


declare, that, to the beſt of my knowledge, 
the ſaid Admiral-made his diſintereſted duty 
to his King and Country the whole and ſole 


object of his unremitting attention and 


conduct, without one fingle intereſted mo- 


tive; and ] confeſs myſelf to have been 
the ſole ſteward, privy to, and manager 
of, all and every of his public and private 

money tranſactions, to the beſt of my 
knowledge and belief, and that he neither 
benefited himſelf, or through me his Se- 

cretary and ſteward, either directly or in- 

directly, a ſix- pence more, during his com- 
mand, than the uſual and ever invariable 
accuſtomed dues of prize- monies, as Com- 
mander in Chief; having, in the earlieſt 


ſtance of his coming to the command, 


and repeatedly, from time to time, during 
ſuch, ſtrictly enjoined me, and, to the 
beſt of my knowledge and belief, every 
officer and perſon under him, to act 28 | 

DL. religiouſly 
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„ yailed ſome time ago, that a privateer had 


been ſupplied with ſeamen from one of the 
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76 SIR, 


„I have received your letter of the 12th 
inſt. informing me that a friend had com- 


40 
religiouſly diſintereſted as he ſet us the 


example. 


This truth I moſt religiouſly ſwear to, 


os this 11th day of December, 1780. 


3 «© James Dick.” 
City of Rocheſter, in 


© the county of _ 


<6 Dec. 12, — 
wie Sworn to before me, 
© SanvEL Nichorsox Mayor.” 


« Deal, I 7A May, 1782, 


municated to you a report, that had pre- 


King's ſhipsduring your command in North 
America, not only with your knowledge, 
but even by your order ; and requiring me 
to ſay whether you either verbally, or un- 


der your hand, at any time, or upon any 
occaſion, gave ſuch an order to me, or to 
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( 60 ) 
any one in. my knowledge, or ever em- 
powered me, or any other perſon, to ſupply 


to a privateer a ſingle ſeaman n belonging to 


any ſhip or veſſel whatever ; or if ever you 
ec 


did, to my knowledge, authorize, or or- 
der, even by the molt diſtant hint or in- 


plication, me, or any perſon under you, 


to ſupply any privateer with a ſingle ſea- 


man: and, in anſwer, I acquaint you, that 


F do not remember any ſuch order being 


| giv en by you, or any perſon ſerving under 


you, in North America; nor do I beheve 


that any privateer was ſupplied with men, 


or received afliftance from the King” s ſhips 
under your command, either directly or 


indirectly, other than in common with 


other merchant ſhips, which you at all 
* times conſidered as objects worthy of your 
cc 


very particular attention : It is very poſ- 
ſible, nevertheleſs, that ſeamen, as well 
belonging to the thips deſtroyed at Rhode- 
Iſland, as others, may have found their 
way into the privateers, without either 
your knowledge or mine.“ 1 ſhould moſt 
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* Vi ice Admiral Gam- „ Tamss Dicx.” 


„ 


certainly have replied to your letter by re- 
turn of poſt, as you deſired, but that, not- 
withſtanding J have been here many days, 
and have received my other letters regu- 
larly, 1 did not receive your's until ten 
o' clock laſt night; and, what is very ex- 
traordinary, it Dad no London poſt-mark 


On it. 


4 1 am, with due reſpect, 


ON Sir, 


/ 


66 Yo our moſt obedient. 


08 Humble ſervant, 


<< << bier, Queen-ſtreet, 


64 
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May Fair, 6 London. 


Dear Sir, 


I have to acknowledge receipt of vour 


letter of zoth March, which only came to 


hand a few days ago by the June packet. 
It gives me real concern to find that you 
are made uneaſy by malicious reports, 
which are unhappily too often the attend - 


ants on ſtation and command. 


<6: will 


* New-York, gth Aug, 1782 
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. I will, with ſincerity and freedom, ſpeak 


on the ſubject of your letter as far as comes 


under my knowledge. In the firſt place, 
as Superintendant of Imports and Exports, 


«a -: 


I moſt ſolemnly declare, that any orders I 
received from Admiral Gambier, relating 
to the port of New-York, were ſuch as 
always appeared to me calculated for the ; 
public good ; neither do I recollect my 
recommending any meaſure to be adopted 


for the public ſervice, that Admiral Gam- 


bier did not readily acquieſce in, and on 
all occaſions afforded me his ſupport i in the 
execution of my duty. I alſo declare, that 
I never heard it ſaid that Admiral Gambier 


had received any bribe, or that he was 


concerned in any privateer or merchant 
adventure whatever : The encouragement 
he gave to privateering, and the ſucceſs 
they met with, during his time, gave the 
higheſt ſatisfaction to the merchants. 


+ Mr. Dick, Admiral Gambier's Secre- 
tary, I had little or no acquaintance with, 
| | (2) ex- 


£66 


(63) 


except in the tranſacting of trifling offi- 
cial buſineſs, ſuch as the mode of ſigning 
paſſes, &c. for boats. As, of my own 
knowledge, I know of no improper tran- 
ſactions, in which he was concerned; it 
is therefore with reluctance that 1 ſhall 
mention reports, which J am ſenſible it is 
in the power of malice to ſpread againſt 
the beſt of characters. Report ſaid, that 


Mr. Dick was a deſigning money making 


man, 1 in whom the Admiral had too much : 


confidence; that he was ſuppoſed to be 


Po concerned in privateers that had any par- 
ticular indulgencies; as alſo in many of 
the licenſed veſſels that went to foreign 
: ports. And that when Admiral Gambier 
left his ſtation, that Mr, Dick had lodged 
ſeveral blank licenſes in the hands of tome : 


merchant of this city. 


* This is what general report alledges 
| againſt Mr. Dick. I declare myſelf igno- 


* rant of the facts, and therefore diſcoun- 
tenanced the reports that were circulated 
% about : 
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about Mr. Dick. Theſe reports never in- 
cluded the Admiral; on the contrary, when 


they happened to be the topic of converſa- 
tion, it was always regretted, that the Ad- 
miral was not better acquainted with the 


character of the Secre- ary, who, it was faid, 
paid more attention to his own emoluments, 
than the Admiral's fituation. 


Reports which tend to hurt character I 
66 


never repeat; but J ſhould have fallen ſhorr 


* of my with, to do you every juſtice in my 


* power, if, on this occaſion, I had not de- 


parted from my genera] rule, 


„I am extremely ſorry to nnd the gout 


is {till o a e to you. Mrs. Elliot 
and my family here, Which now cont iſts 


only of three daughters, join me in be t 


N to you and fan nily. 
8 am, with great regard, 
* Dear 8 
* Your moſt . ut, 
And humble ſervant, 
ANDREW ELLIOT.” 
5 _ From 


( 65) 
From the preceding facts and letters, two 
things, I preſume, are now made evident ; 
one is, that my ſervices have not met with 
that adequate conſideration, to which, I hum- 
bly conceive, they were entitled; and the 
other, that the uprightneſs of my conduct is 
ſufficiently aſcertained, by the teſtimony of 
all who have had the beſt opportunities of 
knowing it, to deſtroy the effects of ſecret 
detraction. 


That an unfriendly influence has ſtood in 
my way, and has been the occaſion of the in- 
| Juries I have ſuſtained, from neglects and diſ- 
appointments, can hardly be doubted. It 
ſeems. impoſlible, however, after the autho- 
rities I have oppoſed to that influence, but the 
eyes of Government muſt at length be opened. 
But ſhould J fail of finding a ſuitable redreſs 
elfewhere, I ſhall truſt to the gracious and be- 


nevolent intentions of my Sovereign, for a 
reparation of my wrongs. His Majeſty, 
_ ever diſtinguiſhed for juſtice and hu- 
manity, will not ſurely look with indiffer- 

| IX | ence 
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ence on my long and faithful ſervices, nor 


ſuffer a veteran officer, with a numerous 


family, to remain the victim of calumnies, 
which dare not face the light, 


— Suppottes by the approbation of fo many 
reſpectable characters, as thoſe above- men- 
tioned, and aided, at the ſame time, by a 


conſcious integrity, many would, perhaps, 


have heard the ſuggeſtions of malice with a. 
ſilent contempt; but, for my part, though I 


Nood clearly juſtified in my own mind, I could 


not be eaſy, while there remained the leaſt 
room for others to think any part of my 


conduct even fo much as equivocal. Had 


any one ſtood forth as my acculer, I ſhould 


not, perhaps, have troubled the public; or 
my friends, on this occaſion ; and, ſurely, it 


would have been much more honourable, and 


gentleman- -like, to have acted in that man- 


ner, if any had aught to ſay, than to have 


had recourſe to the ſneaking and cowardly 


atts of ſecret inſiuuatioh. By the former mode, 


if a charye could have been ſubſtantiated, a 


public | 


11 
public benefit might have been attained, from 
ſetting an example to deter other commanders; 
but, by the latter, no other earthly end could 
anſwered, than the gratification of private 


: pique, the ignoble paſſion of low and da- 
ſtardly minds. 


Before [ courlude my narrative, I judge i it 
neceſſary juſt to make mention of one parti- 
cular affair, as my ſilence might by ſome, 
perhaps, be conſtrued to my diſadvantage. 


In the anonymous leer, Ad taken no- 
tice of, there is this quere, © Had you cver 
any quarrel or miſunderſtanding with Lord 
0, or any of the adminiſtration people?“ py. 
This idea dwelling much upon my mind, I 

have endeavoured to recollect whether how * 


thing had happened that could have given 


occaſion for ſuch a ſurmiſe; but, after the 
moſt careful retroſpect, I could not bring to 
my remembrance ſo much as a ſingle inſtance, 
except the following, of a perſonal conference 


with any of the King's Comnuſſioners, on 
* 2 matters 


. 


matters relative to the public ſervice. I ſhall 


here give a genuine account of the material 
parts of that conference, and the circumſtan- 


ces that took their riſe from it. 


A few days before Lord Saas return 
from the Delaware, an application was made 
to me by the Commiſſioners, through Mr, 


Adam Ferguſon their Secretary, deſiring to be 
furniſhed with a particular account of the ton- 
nage of the ſhipping in the ſeveral branches of 


the naval department. As 1 found a ſimilar ap- 


plication had been made to the Commander in 
Chief of che forces, and complied with, J did 


not heſitate to reply to Mr. Ferguſon, that I 
would forthwith give the neceſſary inſtruc- 
tions to the agents for tranſports, victuallers, 


and others, to furniſh the accounts deſired; 


and I iſſued the orders accordingly. 


On his Lordſhip's arrival at Sandy Hook, 


he ſignified, in pretty ſtong terms, his diſ- 


approbation of what I had done in this buſi- 


neſs. He expreſſed the higheſt eſteem for 


each, 


118 


each of * Commiſſioners individually ; but 
inſiſted on it, as his clear and decided opi- 
nion, that they had no right to make ſuch a 
requiſition in a matter, which, he conceiveds 
ought to be inviolably ſecret. 


Finding his Lordſhip fo much diſpleaſed, 
1 propoſed putting a ſtop to the execution of 
the orders; ; which, on his Lordſhip s ac- 
quieſcence, was done immediately; and 1 
had his permiſſion to communicate to Mr. 


F erguſon my reaſons ſor that change of 
meaſures. 


In a day or two thereafter, when 1 hap- 
pened to be much indiſpoſed with the gout, 
his Lordſhip and Mr. Eden called upon me 
together, requeſting me to relate, ſo far as 1 
could recollect, the particulars of a converſa- 
tion that had paſſed firſt between Lord Howe 
and me, and ſoon afterwards between Mr. 
Eden and me, relative to the tonnage ac- 5 

counts; as ſome circumſtances thereof did 


not appear to be underſtood DF. them in the t 
| ſame Faint of vicw. 


Though 


1 


Though I was then in great pain, and, con- 
ſequently, not very equal to the taſk of minute 
1 recollection, eſpecially on a ſubject 1 never 
| expected to be reſumed ; and beſides, that, 
4 excluſive of what regarded the prohibition of 
the tonnage accounts, I conſidered what had 


= paſſed with Mr. Eden, Who had called upon 


f 


me ſoon after my coming from his Lordſhip, 
as mere matter of private converſation ; yet, 5 
notwithſtanding theſe circumſtances, and my 
being ſo abruptly called upon by both par- 
ties, I related every particular, to the beſt 
of my memory, with an impartial exactneſs, 


and, as I then conceived, to the entire fatis> 


faction of both, But having occaſion, the 
day following, to write to his Lordſhip on a 
matter of ſervice, I was ſorry to find, from 
a paſſage in his anſwer, that he ſeemed far 
from being well pleaſed. | . 


As that part of his Lordſhip's letter im- 
plied an imputation on my candour in the 
; preceding conference, it demanded an ade- 


quate reply from my feelings, notwithſtand- 


ing. 


(+ 78:3 
ing that 1 reſpect I always had ob- 


ſerved, and ſtill wiſhed to preſerve, towards 
his Lordſhip; ; who, it was poſſible, might 
have expreſſed himſelf in that manner under 
the influence of ſome miſtake. That I might 


not act, however, with any appearance of 


petulancy towards a ſuperior, nor yet be 
wanting to that laudable pride which a con- 
ſcious rectitude of conduct ever inſpires, I 


conſulted an officer 1 in high ſtation, and of 
great abilities, who was ſo friendly, on my 
ſhewing him his Lordſhip” 5 letter, as to aſſiſt 


me with a Proper e 


upon me, when I ſhewed him his Lordſhip's 


letter, and a copy of the anſwer I had ſent. 
He ſeemed extremely vexed, and withed, he 


laid, I had taken no further notice of the 


matter, but rather had made ſome allowance 
for his Lordſhip's preſent ſituation, as being 
poſſibly much hurt that his endeavours i in the 


command, he was about to leave, had not, in 


every 


1 


every reſpect, ſucceeded to his wiſhes. To 


this I anſwered, that I always wiſhed to be 
as conſiderate as poſſible; but that, on the 
preſent occaſion, I could not, in juſtice to 
my own feelings; and my perfect conſciouſ- 
neſs of having acted the fair and honourable 
part between them both, have determined 


otherwiſe than I had done. 


His Lordſhip ſailed for England ſoon after; 
and the moſt perfect friendſhip ſubſiſted, re- 


ciprocally, between the Commiſſioners and 


me, during their ſtay in America, and has 


continued to do to ever ſince. Lord Carlifle 


honoured me with a vilit oon after my return 


from that country, as did Governor John- 
ſtone on the firſt day of my arrival in town; 
when alſo, as I have already mentioned, I 
received a conpratulatory letter from Mr- 


Eden. I have likewiſe the ſatisfaction to flat- 
ter myſelf, that J am honoured with the 


ceſteem of Lord Howe, 


It 


2 
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It is with the greateſt reluctance that I have 
prevailed upon myſelf to revive this fubject; 


but my own juſtification rendered it neceffary 


that I ſhould omit nothing, that might help 


to clear up any doubts relative to my conduct 
at New-York. Lord Howe might have miſ- 
taken my meaning in fome part of the con- 
verſation above alluded to but his Lordſhip's 
known honour neceſſarily precludes every 


1dea of his havi ng made an unfriendly ute of 


ſach A miſconception. 1 hav 'e i kewiſe CL ery. 


poſſible reaſon to be aſſured, that Mr. Ed 


has dealt candidly by me. Had he been con- 


ſcious to himſelf of any miſrepreſentation of 


my conduct, either to the people abroad or at 


home, he is too judicious a man to have fur- 


niſhed me, in his letters, with the means of 


publicly deſtroying the credit of ſuch private 
Infinuations. 


Gros -ſtreet, -] May Fai ir, 
Nov. ITT 1782 
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